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St. Francis’ Catholic Primary School
LIVING FEELING

Living our life as Jesus taught us Feeling the Gospel Values

As children of God, we care for each other and we always try to do our best’

A Big Thank You!
Thank you to Marika for making our new school sign on the driveway, it is greatly
appreciated.

World Book Day
SAVE THE DATE! Thursday 7t" March 2024 — Come dressed as your favourite book
characters!

Staffing Updates

Just to let you all know that unfortunately Mr Davies will be leaving us and we will be
looking to recruit a full time Teaching Assistant for Year 3/4 Fairsnape Class. We thank Mr.
Davies for all he has done and for his hard work and dedication to the children and the
school; we wish him all the best for the future. The job advert will be going out this week.

In addition, Mrs Gerrard from Pre-School will be leaving us on her maternity leave at the
end of February. We wish her all the best for the future and thank her for her time and
dedication to looking after our little ones in Pre-School.

School Uniform

Please ensure your child comes to school in full school uniform, including plain socks (sport
brands are not allowed). For knee-high socks, it is either white or brown. For short socks
worn with trousers, they can be brown, black, dark grey or white. Thank you!

Ribble Valley Food Bank Collection
Our church continues to collect for the Ribble Valley food bank, all year round. Please leave
any donations at the front of church — all donations are welcome!

Free School Meals

Your child may be able to get free school meals if you qualify for certain benefits. Check
whether you are eligible and apply by following the link:
https://www.lancashire.gov.uk/children-education-families/schools/free-school-
meals/?page=3



https://www.lancashire.gov.uk/children-education-families/schools/free-school-meals/?page=3
https://www.lancashire.gov.uk/children-education-families/schools/free-school-meals/?page=3

Latest Headteacher’s Blog — Please read the latest Headteacher Blog!
Including our link with the Linking Network and the visit to Burnley Youth Theatre

CAFOD Club Update -

St. Francis' School taking part in The Big Lent Walk, please sponsor our school! See the link
below! We have 103 children in school, we aim to raise £1 per child and for each child to
walk 1km during our Big Lent Walk.

Our aim is to raise awareness of worldwide poverty during this Lent and to help those in
need. Your donations can change lives. Every £1 raised through the Big Lent Walk will help
fight poverty globally in countries like Afghanistan, Colombia, the Democratic Republic of
the Congo and South Sudan.
https://schools.walk.cafod.org.uk/fundraising/st-francis-just-give-page

World Gifts Update
After raising £80 at the Christmas Fair, the CAFOD Club conducted some market research
across the whole school to help them decide what World Gifts to buy, to support other
brothers and sisters all over the world! The children decided to use the money on:

£4 Happy Queen Bee

£5 Emergency Water ---.'-!--'---'-!-"E‘ w
£5 Create a Vegetable Garden 3 ‘ ' *“ A,
£20 Chirpy Chickens .

£21 Sewing Machine @L‘ﬁ . "’% <
£25 School Starter Pack

3 = . q,mﬂ
A huge thank you to everyone that has donated.

National Storytelling Week! National

This week is National Storytelling Qtarvialline
Week! The children are completing \J\JJIIJJJJJJ,“J
lots of storytelling (reading, writing, Week N
drawing) using a range of stories for IR PGS
inspiration!

Change your story

REY. ¥/

Children's Mental Health Week 2024

Added 24 Jan 2023 | Updated 10 Nov 23

What is Children’s Mental Health Week?

Place2BeS Children’s Mental Health Awareness Week will take place from 5 to 11
'
&g}}ﬁ%fmg February 2024, with the theme of My Voice Mattters. It was set up by
WEEK children’s mental health charity Place2Be and shines a spotlight on the

importance of children and young people’s mental health.

We're developing new resources designed to help children reflect on
wellbeing for ages 5 to 7 (KS1/First level/Progression step 2) and ages 7 to
11 (KS2/Second Level/Progression step 3). These will be available in early
2024.



https://www.stfranciscatholicprimaryschool.co.uk/category/news/headteachers-blog/
https://schools.walk.cafod.org.uk/fundraising/st-francis-just-give-page

https://www.place2be.org.uk/about-us/childrens-mental-health-week/

Safer Internet Day — 6" February 2024
Click here to view the Safer Internet Website

Holiday Dates
The school/holiday dates are now live on the website, for your convenience; here they are
below, for the academic year 2024/2025.

St. Francis’ Catholic Primary School 2024/25 Term Dates

Autumn Term 2024
15 weeks opening

INSET DAY-Children at home

Monday 2nd September 2024

Children return to school-term begins

Tuesday 39 September 2024

School closes for half term

Friday 19h October 2024

Half term closure

Monday 21st October-Friday 25%
October

INSET DAY-Children at home

Monday 28th October 2024

Children return to school

Tuesday 29t October

School closes for half term at 1.30pm

Friday 20*h December 2024

Spring Term 2025
12 weeks opening

Children return to school

Monday 6 January 2025

School closes for half term

Friday 14'h February 2025

Half term closure

Monday 17 February-Friday 214
February 2025

Children return to school

Monday 24t February 2025

School closes for half term at 1.30pm

Friday 4™ April

Summer Term 2025

12 weeks opening

Children return to school

Tuesday 2272 April

May Day-School closed

Monday 5t May 2025

School closes for half term

Friday 239 May 2025

Half term closure

Monday 26é™ May-Friday 30" May
2025

INSET DAY-Children at home

Monday 2"¢ June 2025

Children return to school

Tuesday 39 June 2025

School closes for Summer Holidays at 1.30pm

Friday 18t July 2025

INSET DAY-Children at home

Monday 215 July 2025

INSET DAY-Children at home

Tuesday 227 July 2025

Music Lesson Payments- Don’t forget!
Please ensure you promptly pay for your child’s music lesson at the end of each half term.

Church closure

The Church roof is being repaired in spring, therefore the First Holy Communion
programme will be delayed until September/October 2024. The church and parishioners are
desperately trying to raise funds to support the roof repairs. Any support or incentives for
support are most welcome!



https://www.place2be.org.uk/about-us/childrens-mental-health-week/
https://www.saferinternetday.org/

Toast and Fairtrade Days

Toast is on at break time every Wednesday, for 25p per slice.

Fairtrade & ethical sourced Tuck Shop every Friday (juice carton — 45p, wafer bar — 30p,
popcorn — 50p)

The Wednesday Word — bringing the Sunday gospel to you!
Click the link to see month’s editions!
https://www.paperturn-view.com/uk/wednesday-word/healing?pid=MTA101634&v=118.3
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| After teaching and praging in the synagogue, Jesus went 10 Simon and Andrew’s house. i

| There they found that Simon's mother-in-law had gone 1o bed with a fever. Jesus went 0
S 10 ber, 100k her by the hand and she was healed. She got up and began 1o serve o those el by o e et
who were there. That evening, the people of the fown brought 10 Jesus anyone who was sick, : P 5
and Jesvs cured all kinds of diseases and sickness. Then very early the next moring, Jesus left
the house to find a quiet place where he could be by himself 1o pray.
After healing all those who were sick, where did Jesus go and what did he do?
Which word or words stood out for you in this Gospel, and why? See the Gospel picture
opposite. What does it make you think about?

“Love is the first ingredient in the refief
of suffering.” st Mo of Pietreking (Podre Plo)

Sonday's Gospel reminds us how, in Jesvs, God is active in the
L fimes and in Gifering wags, we

fouch of Ack goor chid what She word in this coming week. What could
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“,»_."‘?,qw_ﬂ',{ being otiog 10 . Con'yov 2 \ 3 Sunday 4" February 2024
’ 7 - On leaving the synagogue, Jesus

Dear Lord Jesus, help w5 1o heal and bring Comfort with kind words
and good deeds, sharing your warmth and Care every day. Amen
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Wirite 2 promise & dirass 3 bio wmile on Smiey Wm God sl heals today, through the sacraments of the Church (which remind us of God’s love and

care for us) and through people: dociors, murses and, if we let him, through us 100. During Lent,

Share the Print and complete the leaflet with your A free Weekly Gift for Everyone - many parich churches will be special Reconcliafion services to which all are warmy invited
" News & SHARE A DIGITAL COPY with your friends 4, I (] (0) @ () « Catholic Faith, see: wednesdayword.org and cbeew.org.uk

Year of Prayer

Advent 2023 was the start of the Year of Prayer
The Year of Prayer 2024 The Year of Prayer is not a year about prayer, but
year for prayer. The image of Christ in the manger
speaks of God who wants a personal relationship
with His creation.

QOur school goals will be:

w» To encourage us to deepen our own prayer life
and love of God:

v To help at least ane ather person lo pray
during the Year of Prayer.

Through Lectio Diving, Visio Diving and guided

p i meditation, we will encourage and provide
”Pm‘gcr “,m f“ usicnmabes uslimhosand opportunities for children to gxplore.‘p
sisters. It is in prayer that our hearts find the X X
strength ot to be cold and insensitive in the M \:hm s m?";"pe"ence of p"‘“’[:’i
A f ¥ How can | deepen my prayer life
ﬂ“”f”!'/“mc’" In prayper ('adk/qu cacing us, w» Can | help or encourage someone else to
opening our hearts to charity” pray?
Pope Francis » How can my community grow in ifs love and

devotion in prayer?

In preparation for the Jubilee Year “Pilgrims of

Hope", 2023-24 has been designated the Year of Prayer doesn't help our relationship with God,
Prayer by Pope Francis. with a particular emphasis rayer IS our relationship with Godl
on the Our Father. and so when we become mare devoled to prayer,

we are building up that Divine friendship.



https://www.paperturn-view.com/uk/wednesday-word/healing?pid=MTA101634&v=118.3

The Linking Network

Children from Year 4
met children from
English Martyrs
Primary and Claughton
Primary at Burnley
Youth Theatre from a
day of drama and
coming together to learn
new skills and make
new friends!

Dates for Your Diary:

Week of the 5" February — Children’s Mental Health Week and Safety Week
Monday 5" February — CAFOD Lent Assembly

Tuesday 6" February — Safer Internet Day

Tuesday 6% February — KS1 Clitheroe Castle Trip

Tuesday 6" February — Year 3/4 Gymnastics Competition

Friday 9" February — Break up for half term at 3.20pm

Wednesday 14" February — LENT starts

Monday 19" February — Children return to school

Thursday 29" February — NSPCC Workshops in school

Week of 4" March — Careers Week

Monday 4" March — Careers Stalls in the hall (Year 1/2)

Tuesday 5" March — Year 5 at Longridge High School

Thursday 7" March — World Book Day

Week of 11" March -Science Week

Thursday 14" March — UCLan Trip for Fairsnape Class

Week of 18" March — Sport Relief Week

Week of 25" March — Holy Week (class assemblies each day)

Wednesday 27" March — Last Choir Singing Competition at King George’s Hall, Blackburn.
Thursday 28" March — End of term break up for Easter at 1.15pm/1.30pm
Friday 29'" March — Good Friday

Sunday 31°% March — Easter Sunday

Monday 15 April — Children return to school




