A parent once asked me a few questions before her child started and I have used these questions to tell you about what we do in St.Francis' Hill Chapel Pre-School.
· How do you plan for the children as they are all so different in their needs and how do you keep us informed about this?
To ensure a smooth transition into Pre-School, we  hold 'parent consultations' in order to learn as much as possible about your child. Our priority is that we can learn as much as we can from you about your child's needs, interests and current development in order to work together to provide the very best care and learning environment to meet those needs and next steps in development. We follow 'Development Matters,' which lead up to the 'Early Learning Goals' and carefully plan activities to meet your child's unique needs. You are your child's first and foremost carer and we will work with you to give your child the very best start in their learning journey. Our aim is for your children to know that they are loved, safe and can express themselves as little individuals with their own unique personalities, needs and interests. We will give all children a daily diary as a communication tool and they will each have a 'comical anecdote' book, in which we will capture the comical sayings and moments that you will want to treasure forever! In Pendle Class (Reception Class), we have a big book of planning to note the children's ideas and suggestions for the seven areas of the curriculum when a topic arises. This is to record the children's ideas and current interests. The beauty of following 'Development Matters' is that anything can fit. We carefully assess your child's development and plan for immediate next steps to ensure there are no gaps in learning. We consider your child's interests and build on this to make sure they love learning and are motivated with their voices listened to. Previous interests to instigate topics have been: Harry Potter, Lego, Sharks, Dinosaurs, Disney Princesses and many more. We always celebrate Diwali and Chinese New Year and many other exciting festivals and celebrations.

· Do you use the outdoors much?
Outdoor learning is fundamental to our approach. It not only enables children to explore and learn about the world around them but it gives them grand scale opportunities to use and apply their skills in all areas of learning. We have a beautiful Millennium Walk, which is a woodland area belonging to school. It has a math's trail, fire pit and much more. We find many elf and fairy doors there too! We have a greenhouse, chickens, a willow dome , vegetable patches -aswell as our playground and separate Pre-School play area. The children use natural resources to create, den build and make mud sculptures. The children make fat balls for the birds and every outdoor learning opportunity is always seized.

· Do the children ever mix with the rest of the school?
The children enjoy visiting all areas in our school and are used to children from the school visiting them and working with them on a Friday afternoon. We sometimes use Pendle Classroom for ICT time and also to get the Pre-School children used to what the classroom looks like. That is for the children who are near school age and will be due to start in the following September. The children eat their lunch separately but they use the hall for PE lessons. We use the playground when the older children are inside so as to avoid overwhelming the Pre-School children but our school really is one big family and this includes our Pre-School children. They always love to be an audience for our musicians and also visiting their older siblings!

· Do you have visitors/trips in Pre-School?
Yes. The police visit and bring electric cars for the children to ride in and learn about road safety. We will take the children on trips in the Summer time.

Existing systems we have in Pendle Class are replicated in Pre-School to provide continuity as the children progress through school. We have many 'mini topics' according to your child's interests. Your child's Keyperson will plan for these and will record your child's learning in their Learning Journey folders.

